
 
Words from the Cross #2 & #3 – Luke 23:43 & John 19:26-27 

 
Intro – Rodger Robertson testimony 
 
#2 “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43 
 

• Truly, I say to you”. 
 - Jesus only speaks truth 

 *John 18:37-38 Jesus’ conversation with Pilate – ironic…the one who was in 
 charge of determining the truth – “What is truth?” 
 John 14:6 “I am the…truth…” 
    
 *II Thessalonians 2:9-10 – Coming of the antichrist 
  - speaks directly/personally to the criminal on the cross. 
 

v We don’t ever have to wonder – Jesus and His words are truth. 
 
? Is the truth of God’s word having an impact on your life? 
 

• “…Today, you will be with me in Paradise” 
 
 - Hope and life spoken by Christ  
 
 - “Paradise” used in II Corinthians 12:3 and Revelation 2:7 is the same  
 Greek word used in the Septuagint (3rd and 2nd Century B.C. translation of the 
 Hebrew bible into Greek) to refer to the “Garden of Eden” 
 
 - Jesus’ words speak of an intimate and personal relationship with God like in  
 the garden before the fall. 
 
 - The thief knew his own guilt and Jesus’ innocence. He asks Jesus to  
 remember him when he comes into his kingdom. This thief was repentive and  
 believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the King of Israel. 
 

v There is life after death 
 
? Do you believe in life after death? Remember that Jesus said “I am the life”  
 - no one comes to the Father but through Me. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
#3 “Woman, behold your son!”  “Behold, your mother!” 

 
- “Woman” 
 “an expression of polite distance”  ESV Study Bible 
 
 *John 2:4 “My hour has not yet come.” ª the time has come! 
  John 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1 
 
- Biblical truth of honoring one’s parents (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) 
 - Jesus made provision for His mother by seeing that she would be taken care of by 
 His close friend. 
 
 - As a first-born in a Jewish family, Jesus had the responsibility to care for His mother  
 since Joseph was probably dead at this time. 
 

v Just as death comes, Jesus still cares for the needs of others 
  He will meet the needs of those who follow Him 
 
 - Jesus gives Mary not to His other brothers but to John 
  Could this be a picture of how the church should care for one another? 
 
? Are you part of the caring family in the body of Christ? 
    How are you caring for one another? 

 
 


